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*~ Best Practices Award
The Best Practices Award was established by the Fire Commission in 2002 to highlight individuals, fire/rescue
departments, agencies, organizations, communities and others within Maine who show initiative and creativity;
develop, adopt and improve the best ideas; and encourage and support safety and health for emergency
responders in Maine. The award is given periodically as "best practices" are identified, with an annual
presentation at events such as Maine Fire/Rescue Services Day at the Legislature or the Fire Commissions
Blaine House Conference. Awards are publicized by press release and on the Fire Commission website. To
nominate someone or a emergency services group visit the Commission’s Best Practices Award page at:
http://www.maine.gov/dps/fmo/commission/award.html
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Mark the Dates!
Thursday & Friday, March 13 & 14™ 2008

Maine Fire Protection Services Commission’s Blaine House Conference.
Our 2008 Blaine House Conference promises to be one of the best. Captain Dugin from
Ladder 123 Bronx, NYC will return as our keynote speaker and present throughout the
Conference. His topic: Fireground Survivability . Also featured at this years
Conference is Volunteer Fire Chief of the year, Chief Michael Varney from the Ellington
Volunteer Fire Department Inc., Ellington, Connecticut. Chief Varney will present on
Interoperability on Friday morning. In addition to other speakers and workshops the
Conference will host over 30 vendors! The 2008 Blaine House Conference will be held
at Verillos in Portland and will include a Thursday Evening Roundtable and extended
vendor display. Watch for our upcoming flyer, registration, and lodging information.

The 2nd Session of the 123 @ Maine Legislature convened on January 2 4, 2008.
This session has several items of interest to Maine’s fire and emergency services. One important one:

Maine Building Codes: Resolve 46
The Resolve 46 Steering Committee expects to present a recommended proposal to the Business,
Research and Economic Development Committee before the end of January. Recommendations can be

found on-line at: http://www.maine.gov/spo/resolve46buildingcodes/ind ex.php The interagency
committee, which has been developing an implementation plan for Maine’s building codes in response to PL
2007, Resolve 46, has released the draft proposal for public comment. The proposal is the result of six
months of research, analysis, and conversations with stakeholders. It sets up a structure for implementing
uniform building and energy codes statewide.

Note that the codes now being used in Maine haven’t changed under this proposal. The NFPA and life
safety codes will continue to be administered by the Dept of Public Safety. Codes administered by Boards in
the Dept of Professional and Financial Regulation will remain as is. The building codes now in statute (IBC,
IRC and IEBC) are the codes that will be implemented under this proposal.

Upcoming LD and public hearings of Interest:

L.D. 1981 An Act To Exempt Certain Facilities from Increased Fire Sprinkler Requirements (Sen. MARTIN of
Aroostook) Public Hearing: Wednesday, January 16th, at 9:30am in Room 436, State House. FMI: 287-1122 .
This bill grandfathers nonresidential buildings in existence on January 1, 2007 by exempting them from more
stringent fire sprinkler requirements than those in effect on January 1, 2007.

The Fire Commission voted NOT TO SUPPORT LD 1981

L.D. 2081 An Act To Prohibit the Retail Sale and Distribution of Novelty Lighters (Rep. SYKES of Harrison)
This bill prohibits a person from selling or distributing for retail sale in Maine novelty lighters, which are lighters
that are designed to appear to be a toy, feature a flashing light, or make musical sounds. Violation is a civil
infraction. No public hearing date has been set as of this Newsletter. /.-
The Fire Commission voted TO SUPPORT LD 2081 ;
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Save the Dates!

Monday, February 4 th. 2008: 1:00pm, regular Fire Commission
meeting at the State House. Preceded by Fire Caucus at 12 noon.

2008 Blaine House Conference

Thursday & Friday, March 13th & 14th, 2008
Blaine House Conference

Verillo’s Restaurant, Portland ME




