
What to Watch for in 2008!
The Scholarship Sub-Committee of the MFTE Advisory Council has been 
meeting for the past few months to draft recommendations for an endowment for firefighter 
scholarships. “The goal of the Fire Fighter Scholarship Program is  to assist existing fire 
fighters in the State of Maine to attain profession al certification and to assist individuals 
aspiring to become fire fighters to participate in the MFTE/SMCC Fire Science Programs”
It is hoped a single endowment fund can be created to better generate funds and increase   
administration and distribution efficiencies. An application process is in design with a target date 
for release well before the May 15th, 2008 application deadline.

The F.A.S.T. Guide – and We’re not talking RIT! At our November meeting The Fire Commission 
voted to help financially support an updated FAST Guide for Maine Fire Departments.  FAST is Fire Protection, 
Administration, Safety and Training and the new edition is scheduled to make its début in early
2008 with thanks to the Maine Fire Chiefs Association and author Bruce Hensler. First created in
1999 in a concerted effort of The Maine Fire Chiefs, BLS and MFTE, FAST is a proven and 
valuable resource for new and progressive Fire Chiefs in Maine. 

1st Regular Session of the 123 Maine Legislature Adjour ned 6/21/2007
For a list of the most recent list of legislative happenings involving The Fire Commission
and emergency services visit the Maine Fire Chiefs Website at:
www.mainefirechiefs.com/legislative.shtml. Note that work is still taking place on 
many legislative issues and with bills carried over to the second session which begins January 2nd, 2008.

What is a Legislative Fire Commission Caucus and sh ould I attend? When the Legislature 
is in session the Fire Commission meets at the State Office Building. Prior to our meetings a caucus is often 
scheduled. This is an open and informal bipartisan meeting of  Fire Commission members and interested legislators. 
A Legislative Fire Commission Caucus is held to discuss issues on a basis of shared affinities and to promote the 
growth and advancement of the Maine’s fire services community. If you are attending a Fire Commission meeting 
please feel free to come early and join us for the Fire Caucus.
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Maine Fire Protection Services Commission
Duties of the Fire Commission:

Regularly advise the Governor and executive officers, the Legislature, the Maine Forest Service, municipal fire 
departments and any other parties affected by its recommendations regarding fire protection services; 

Submit an annual report containing the results of its studies, findings and recommendations to the Governor and to 
the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over fire protection services matters 

Develop rules of procedure necessary to carry out its duties. Rules adopted Pursuant to this paragraph are routine 
technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A; 

Adopt rules to carry out the purposes of Title 30-A , chapter 154, Maine Firefighter Training Fund . Rules 
adopted pursuant to this paragraph are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, 375, subchapter II-A; 

Conduct public hearings, conferences, workshops and  other meetings to obtain information about and discuss 
and publicize the needs of and solutions to problems concerning the State's fire protection services; 

Assist all governmental agencies with firefighter t raining and education responsibilities to enhance their 
delivery of services to fire prevention, protection and life safety professionals, including paid, call and 
volunteer fire service members; and 

Submit proposed legislation to the Legislature to implement any recommendations of the commission.



From:
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

To:
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

Save the Dates!

Monday, January 7 th, 2008, at 12 noon: Fire Caucus followed by 
regular Fire Commission meeting at the State House

2008 Blaine House Conference 
Thursday & Friday, March 13th & 14th, 2008
Blaine House Conference
Verillo’s Restaurant, Portland ME


